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THE QUARTERBACK
Will the fog lift with the arrival of Robert Griffin III,  

who has brought hope to D.C.? The Times tackles the season  
with a focus on the most important position in football  

— looking back, looking deep and looking ahead.
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AdvicE  
for rG3

“Play the game you’ve 
played your whole life.”

— BRYCE HARPER, Nationals outfielder

“The most important  
thing is to realize he’s a 

very, very important part 
of the Redskins — he is the 
face of the Redskins — but 
he has to understand that 
everything is not squarely 
on his shoulders. He’s got 

to rely on other teammates 
to work with him. He’s not 
going to be able to do it by 
himself. He’s smart enough 
to realize it’s a team game. 
He’s very talented and can 

make some things happen — 
but in the NFL you can’t take 

them all on by yourself.”
— DOUG WILLIAMS,  

former Redskins quarterback 
and Super Bowl XXII MVP

“No hesitation. Don’t 
second-guess yourself, your 
instincts. Go with your gut 

on your decisions on and off 
the field. Use your intuition.” 

— DALE EARNHARDT JR.,  
NASCAR driver and noted Redskins fan

“He have to be himself, 
that’s most important  
thing. It doesn’t matter  

what other people say or if 
he gonna make a bad play 

or good play, he just have to 
concentrate on his own.”
— ALEX OVECHKIN, Capitals captain

“There’s always going to be 
the hype about being the 
face of the franchise, but 
remember that it is about 
you and your teammates 
and what you can build 

and accomplish together.”
— JOHN WALL, Wizards point guard

“Enjoy the ride because it 
can turn in a heartbeat. You 
really have to be a grounded 

individual, which he is.”
— JOE THEISMANN,  

former Redskins quarterback

“Don’t add any more 
pressure to yourself than 
you already have. No one 
wants to succeed more. ... 
No one wants to win more. 
I would just say, ‘Hey, relax, 
take a deep breath, learn 
as much as you can, go 

out there and don’t try to 
make the plays yourself.’”

— HEATH SHULER,  
former Redskins quarterback

“My dad was a chef and he 
said when you start trying 
to please everybody with 
your cooking, you lose the 
authenticity. Robert Griffin 

III knows what he’s about. If 
he sticks to what he is and 
sticks to what he does, he’s 

going to be successful.”
— BRIAN MITCHELL,  

former Redskins running back

“Keep your eyes  
open and your mouth 
shut. There have been 

quarterbacks throughout 
time … that ran their 

mouth a whole lot when 
they first came to town. 

It’s a whole lot better 
when you don’t make a 
spectacle of yourself.”

— LEN HAUSS, former Redskins center

“Whatever you do, 
beat the Cowboys.”

— CHRIS PONTIUS, D.C. United forward

P
laying 
quarter-
back in 
the NFL 
used to 

require the foot-
ball equivalent of 
a Class A license. 
Either that or you 
had to be certi-
fied to operate 
heavy machin-
ery — a crane, 
say. But times 

certainly have changed. Come Week 
1, five teams, the Washington Red-
skins among them, will place their 
offensive fate in the hands of a rookie 
QB, a guy who was drafted just a few 
months ago. If you wanted to call this 
“mind-blowing,” I wouldn’t object.

After all, quarterback is the most 
complicated — not to mention 
most important — position on the 
field. Mastering it can take years, 
and many QBs never come close to 
reaching the advanced-degree level. 
But that hasn’t stopped the Redskins 
from handing the job to Robert 
Griffin III, whose last birthday was 
his 22nd. The Indianapolis Colts 
(Andrew Luck), Miami Dolphins 
(Ryan Tannehill), Cleveland Browns 
(Brandon Weeden) and Seattle 
Seahawks (Russell Wilson) have 
taken the same plunge, for richer or 
for poorer.

And let’s be clear here: None of 
these clubs has been forced to start 
a rookie because of an injury to a 
veteran or some other calamity. 
They’re doing it willingly. They’re 
doing it because they’re convinced 
these first-year QBs are up to the task 
of directing an NFL offense (and that 
such experience will only fast-track 
their development).

Have there ever been this many 
rookie starting quarterbacks in the 
opening week? Understand: I’m not 
talking about QBs who spent a year 
or more on the practice squad — or 
holding a clipboard — before finally 
getting their chance. I’m not talking 
about QBs who got some training in 
Canada or some other pro league be-
fore finding employment in the NFL. 
I’m not talking about those kinds of 
“rookies.” I’m talking about fresh-out-
of-college rookies. It’s extraordinary, 
it truly is.

It may also be the new normal. 
Here’s Dan Reeves, the four-time 
Super Bowl coach, on the subject: 
“The colleges are becoming more 

adept at throwing the football. I 
think that’s the reason you have the 
[Joe] Flaccos coming in, and [Mark] 
Sanchez with the Jets and Matt Ryan 
with Atlanta, and they’re lighting it 
up in their first year because they’re 
exposed to the passing game [earlier] 
and a lot of people are using that 
wide-open set. You never used to 
hear of that. Peyton Manning, John 
Elway — they didn’t light it up in 
their first year like some of these 
quarterbacks are doing now.”

Reeves knows whereof he speaks. 
He coached Elway as a rookie in 
Denver in 1983, when John went 4-6 
as a starter and completed 47.5 per-
cent of his passes. 

Manning, meanwhile, threw 28 
interceptions in ’98 with the Colts, 
the most ever by a first-year QB.

That was pretty much to be ex-
pected, too. From 1960 through 1999, 
only four rookie quarterbacks — true 
rookies, not “bookkeeping rookies” 
— attempted 175 or more passes and 
posted a rating of 75 or higher. The 
short list: Greg Cook, 1969 Cincinnati 
Bengals; Jim McMahon, ’82 Chicago 
Bears; Dan Marino, ’83 Dolphins; and 
Charlie Batch, ’98 Detroit Lions.

In the dozen seasons since, six 
rookie QBs have done it: Ben Roeth-
lisberger (Pittsburgh) in 2004, Ryan 
and Flacco (Baltimore) in ’08, Sam 
Bradford (St. Louis) two years ago 
and Cam Newton (Carolina) and 
Andy Dalton (Cincinnati) last year. 
On top of that, Roethlisberger, Ryan, 
Flacco and Dalton guided their teams 
to the playoffs, and two reached the 
conference title game (Ben and Joe) 
— as Sanchez also did in his first sea-
son (though his rating was only 63).

Which isn’t to say there’s that 
much of a gap between quarterbacks 
then (that is, pre-2000) and now. As 
Reeves points out, “John had been in 
kind of a pro offense in high school 

and college” — and was the son of 
a college coach to boot. “It’s just dif-
ferent now,” he says. “The defenses 
are much different. When John first 
came in, the defense could do a lot 
more than what these quarterbacks 
are facing now. Nowadays you can’t 
do anything to the receiver after 5 
yards. You can’t touch him. So receiv-
ers are getting more open now. And 
these spread offenses are putting a 
lot of pressure on defenses.”

Still, it’s a big departure from the 
NFL of old — or even the turn-of-
the-millenium NFL. Consider: The 
past seven quarterbacks who went in 
the top five of the draft have started 
in Week 1 as rookies (Ryan, Sanchez, 
Detroit’s Matthew Stafford, Bradford, 
Newton, Luck and Griffin). Only 
one, on the other hand, of the nine 

top-five QBs before that was installed 
as the starter right away (David Carr 
with expansion Houston in 2002).

“You plug a young guy in [too] 
early, and he’s not ready, you can 
destroy that player,” Bill Parcells says. 
“You don’t want to throw him to the 
wolves and [have] the wolves bite so 
hard that he loses his self-confidence 
— or the fans or the press get on him, 
and [the experience] really serves as 
a deterrent to progress rather than 
helping progress.

“If I’d put [Tony] Romo in in his 
first year [in Dallas] and just let him 
play, he would have been out of foot-
ball in a year and a half. He was just 
a gunslinger. He was indiscriminate. 
And he would do [stuff] that you 
couldn’t … you know, you just can’t 
succeed doing it. But after a year or 
two of practicing in the preseason, 
getting his [reps], you could see 
he had a real good chance to come 
along. But when he first came there, I 
mean, he was like off the reservation. 
And he was just going to hurt you 
more than he was going to help you.”

For the longest time, that tended 
to be the philosophy with rookie 
quarterbacks (with rare exceptions): 
You ease them into the lineup so as 
not to damage their psyches. Maybe 
you start them at some point in their 
first season (e.g. Eli Manning and Mi-
chael Vick), or maybe you don’t (e.g. 
Philip Rivers and Carson Palmer). 
But the main thing was, you didn’t 
want to force-feed them and ask 
them to do something they weren’t 
ready to do, especially with so much 
invested in them.

In recent years, though, clubs 
haven’t been hesitant about roll-
ing the dice with a QB straight off 
a college campus. Why? Because 
he’s a more finished product these 
days, generally. “Some of them run 
that spread offense in high school,” 
Parcells says, “then they go to college 
and run it again. They’ve got eight or 
nine years in the system before they 
even get to the pros.”

Nowadays, the question isn’t: Can 
the kid handle it? The question is: 
Does he have enough talent around 
him to be successful? Teams with 
high picks usually aren’t very good, 
and that can make it hard on a rookie 
quarterback. Troy Aikman, remem-
ber, went 0-11 in his first season in 
Dallas, and Peyton Manning started 
out 3-13 in Indy.

“It’d be nice for every rookie 
quarterback to be able to sit and 
relax and just watch and make sure 
that they’re groomed,” Kyle Shana-
han says, “because it doesn’t matter 
who you are, when you’re a rookie 
quarterback it takes time.” If you 
look at the first-year QBs who’ve 
done well, he adds, “They either 
had a top-five defense or a real good 
running game [or, in the case of 
Roethlisberger, both]. They had to 
play well, but they were successful 
because they weren’t asked to do 
everything. If you ask a young guy 
to do everything, it’s a matter of time 
before it’s too much.”

The Redskins wouldn’t appear 
to have a top-five defense and, with 
so many injuries, the quality of their 
running game remains unknown. 
But they’re turning the offense over 
to Griffin, anyway, because, well, 
today’s rookie quarterbacks aren’t 
your father’s rookie quarterbacks. 
The jump to the pros isn’t nearly 
as Beamonesque for them as it was 
back in the day.

And even if it were, wasn’t RG3 a 
fairly accomplished hurdler?

Rookie QBs step right up
PREstoN KEREs/sPECIaL to tHE WasHINGtoN tIMEs

Washington quarterback robert Griffin iii and indianapolis counterpart andrew Luck always will be measured against each other after Luck and Griffin went 1-2 in the 
draft. other rookie Qbs who earned starting jobs are (botttom, left to right) Cleveland’s brandon Weeden, Seattle’s russell Wilson and miami’s ryan tannehill.

DAN 
DALY

in recent years, though, clubs haven’t been  
hesitant at all about rolling the dice with a QB  

straight off a college campus. Why? Because he’s  
a more finished product these days, generally.  
“Some of them run that spread offense in high  
school,” Parcells says, “then they go to college  
and run it again. They’ve got eight or nine years  
in the system before they even get to the pros.”

THE QUARTERBACK: 2012 NFL Preview



By Rich campBell

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

H
ip-hop music thumped off the 
walls of the Allison Indoor Foot-
ball Practice Facility on Baylor 
University’s campus the morn-
ing of March 21. Robert Griffin 

III and other Baylor seniors compiled for their 
pro day a mix that included popular hits and 
some lesser-known, slowed down “screwed” 
beats from the subgenre born in Texas. 

Kyle Shanahan grinned. The music took 
him back 10 years to his college days at the 
University of Texas and more recently to 
his four-year stint coaching for the Houston 
Texans. Then the Washington Redskins of-
fensive coordinator crouched on the turf 
and was satisfied to confirm in person what 
he already had seen Griffin do over and over 
again on video.

Shanahan was only 15 feet from Griffin 
as the reigning Heisman Trophy winner 
displayed the strong arm, core strength and 
nimble feet that helped him earn recogni-
tion as college football’s best player in 2011. 
Even then, more than a month before the 
Redskins drafted Griffin second overall, he 
envisioned how Griffin would fit into Wash-
ington’s offense.

Now Shanahan has the ultimate platform to 
showcase his expertise. In his third season with 
the club, he has a quarterback hungrier than 
Donovan McNabb and more physically gifted 
than Rex Grossman. The Redskins’ success 
going forward depends largely on Shanahan 
and Griffin’s symbiotic working relationship 
and, more specifically, Shanahan’s ability to 
tailor his offense to extract quality out of one 
of the NFL’s most talented prospects.

“It is exciting,” Shanahan said. “We’ve had 
a different quarterback each year we’ve played 
here. Even though some of our quarterbacks 
that we’ve had here aren’t the fastest guys, we 
still do as much keepers as almost anybody, 
even with slower quarterbacks in our past. So 
you definitely get an advantage when you get a 
faster guy in here. The challenge for me is like 
it is every year: figuring out what they do best.”

That process began by studying Griffin’s 
success in Baylor’s spread offense. His elite 
speed and ability to hit a variety of throws 
jump off the screen.

Coach Mike Shanahan believes those tal-
ents suit Washington’s scheme so well that 
he traded three first-round draft picks and a 
second-rounder to position the Redskins to 
select him.

“He fits into our system perfectly because 
we like to run play-action, quarterback keeps, 

bootlegs,” Mike Shanahan said in May. “With 
his speed, he can get on the edge and do things 
most quarterbacks can’t do.”

Griffin’s transition to the NFL, however, 
is not as simple as substituting him for past 
quarterbacks and running the same plays. Not 
only must the Redskins maximize his unique 
physical talents, but Griffin also needs time to 
fully grasp the mental challenges of playing 
quarterback at the NFL level. 

Reading defenses, understanding cover-
ages and knowing protections are a lot for a 
rookie to handle.

Kyle Shanahan has spent more than four 
months analyzing what Griffin is comfortable 
with in order to use those concepts during 
the regular season. Griffin, along with every 
Redskins quarterback, took about 600 practice 
repetitions during the offseason program. 
Training camp practices and preseason games 
provided more data.

“Your job is to try everything out, see what 
these guys are good at, and you study it, study 
it every day of your life,” Kyle said. “You do 
it with them, you do it by yourself, and you 
collectively figure out what gives our team the 
best chance to move the chains, what gives our 
team the best chance to win a game.”

That means transferring to Washington 
some of what Griffin did at Baylor, says former 
Super Bowl champion coach Jon Gruden.

“It doesn’t matter what you know or what 
your assistants know,” said Gruden, who is an 
analyst on ESPN’s “Monday Night Football.” 
“You have to do what the quarterback likes, 
what he does well, and you have to really ac-
centuate those things.”

Gruden cited the success Cam Newton 
and Tim Tebow — two Heisman Trophy-
winning, dual-threat quarterbacks — had 

last season under Carolina coordinator Rob 
Chudzinski and Denver coordinator Mike 
McCoy, respectively.

“Just a phenomenal job of adapting to 
your quarterback,” said Gruden, who was 
once Kyle Shanahan’s boss on Tampa Bay’s 
coaching staff.

“So I think you’re going to see elements of 
what Robert Griffin did at Baylor — I’m saying 
elements. You’re going to see an occasional 
read option. You’re going to see an occasional 
designed quarterback run because this kid is 
special with the ball in his hands, as well as 
throwing it.”

But even if the playbook is perfectly 
adapted to Griffin’s comforts, asking a rookie 
quarterback to carry a team tests the boundar-
ies of reasonable ambition. That’s why Mike 
and Kyle Shanahan have preached the impor-
tance of Griffin’s supporting cast.

The organization has established some 
continuity among its offensive personnel, in 
addition to adding receivers Pierre Garcon and 
Joshua Morgan in the offseason.

“People have been in this system now 
— this is the third year — and everybody is 
getting better,” said Grossman, who followed 
Kyle to Washington from Houston in 2010. 
“Offensive linemen have been here a while, 
some receivers. We’re pretty deep because we 
understand exactly what Kyle wants.

“With the addition of Robert and some of 
the other plays we might do, that we didn’t 
do in Houston, it’s going to be a good year. 
It’s going to be entertaining.”

Kyle Shanahan, through the lens of Wash-
ington’s play-caller, emphasizes the impor-
tance of disseminating responsibility and not 
relying too heavily on a rookie quarterback.

“You have to be able to take the pressure off 
him,” he said. “How do you do that? Usually it’s 
by running the ball. It’s doing different things 
in the pass game. It’s just not asking him to do 
everything. Someone else has to make a play 
here or there and make it relaxed for him.”

Griffin says he has enjoyed his first four 
months working with Kyle Shanahan and how 
their relationship has evolved. He appreci-
ates how young the staff is — Shanahan and 
quarterbacks coach Matt LaFleur are 32 — and 
what he’s learned from them.

“It’s definitely fun,” Griffin said. “We’ve got 
a good atmosphere out here every time that 
we come out and in the film room. I think it’s 
a total package — it’s definitely a technique 
type of thing, it’s X’s and O’s. These guys know 
what they’re talking about. I’m trusting those 
guys and doing what they’re asking me to do.”

And that should make Griffin feel right 
at home, like a rap song on a Texas morning.

SpOrTS | E3FrIdAy, SEpTEMbEr 7, 2012 • r

OUR BEST GUESS

RICH CAMPBELL

REDSKINS RECORD: 7-9

TD PASSES FOR RG3: 19; INTERCEPTIONS FOR RG3: 14

PASS YDS FOR RG3: 3,184; RUSH YDS FOR RG3: 406

BIGGEST SURPRISE: barry Cofield will emerge as one of the 
redskins’ top defenders after an offseason of nose-tackle-specific 
training

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: An injury will prevent robert Griffin III 
from starting all 16 games. Call it: rex redux.

IMPACT PLAYER NOT NAMED RG3: perry riley

TEAM RUSHING LEADER: Evan royster

TEAM RECEPTIONS LEADER: pierre Garcon

NFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: Eagles, packers, Falcons, 49ers, bears, Giants

AFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: patriots, ravens, Texans, Chargers, Titans, 
broncos

NFC CHAMP: packers ; AFC CHAMP: patriots

SUPER BOWL WINNER: patriots

NFL MVP: Aaron rodgers, packers

NFL OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Trent richardson, browns

NFL DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Luke Kuechly, panthers

DAN DALY
REDSKINS RECORD: 6-10

TD PASSES FOR RG3: 20; INTERCEPTIONS FOR RG3: 15

PASS YDS FOR RG3: 3,500; RUSH YDS FOR RG3: 650

BIGGEST SURPRISE: That Alfred Morris gains more rushing yards 
than Trent richardson.

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: That the 2013 first-round pick the 
redskins owe the rams turns out to be much higher than expected.

IMPACT PLAYER NOT NAMED RG3: brian Orakpo

TEAM RUSHING LEADER: Alfred Morris

TEAM RECEPTIONS LEADER: Fred davis

NFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: Giants, packers, Saints, 49ers, Lions, Eagles

AFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: patriots, Steelers, Texans, Chargers, 
ravens, raiders

NFC CHAMP: 49ers ; AFC CHAMP: patriots

SUPER BOWL WINNER: patriots

NFL MVP: Tom brady, patriots

NFL OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Andrew Luck, Colts

NFL DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Chandler Jones, patriots 

DERON SNYDER
REDSKINS RECORD: 7-9

TD PASSES FOR RG3: 25; INTERCEPTIONS FOR RG3: 15

PASS YDS FOR RG3: 3,500; RUSH YDS FOR RG3: 600

BIGGEST SURPRISE: Skins have shot at 8-8 entering finale

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: rG3 never completes pass to himself

IMPACT PLAYER NOT NAMED RG3: Alfred Morris

TEAM RUSHING LEADER: Alfred Morris

TEAM RECEPTIONS LEADER: pierre Garcon

NFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: Eagles, Giants, Saints, bears, 49ers, packers

AFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: patriots, ravens, Texans, Steelers, 
broncos, bills

NFC CHAMP: packers ; AFC CHAMP: patriots

SUPER BOWL WINNER: packers

NFL MVP: Aaron rodgers, packers

NFL OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Andrew Luck, Colts

NFL DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Chandler Jones, patriots

STEPHEN WHYNO
REDSKINS RECORD: 4-12

TD PASSES FOR RG3: 12; INTERCEPTIONS FOR RG3: 5

PASS YDS FOR RG3: 1,750; RUSH YDS FOR RG3: 720

BIGGEST SURPRISE: Alfred Morris emerges as 1,000-yard rusher.

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: The offensive line still isn’t any 
good in pass protection. Griffin can only do so much.

IMPACT PLAYER NOT NAMED RG3: ryan Kerrigan

TEAM RUSHING LEADER: Alfred Morris

TEAM RECEPTIONS LEADER: pierre Garcon

NFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: Eagles, Giants, packers, Lions, 49ers, Saints

AFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: patriots, ravens, Steelers, Texans, 
broncos, Chiefs

NFC CHAMP: Eagles; AFC CHAMP: patriots

SUPER BOWL WINNER: patriots

NFL MVP: Aaron rodgers, packers

NFL OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Justin blackmon, Jaguars

NFL DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Chandler Jones, patriots 

NATHAN FENNO
REDSKINS RECORD: 8-8

TD PASSES FOR RG3: 18; INTERCEPTIONS FOR RG3: 16

PASS YDS FOR RG3: 3,200; RUSH YDS FOR RG3: 500

BIGGEST SURPRISE: Fred davis retires midseason to pursue  
full-time law career.

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: rG3’s Superman socks aren’t able  
to protect him from pass rush.

IMPACT PLAYER NOT NAMED RG3: ryan Kerrigan

TEAM RUSHING LEADER: roy Helu Jr.

TEAM RECEPTIONS LEADER: Fred davis

NFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: Giants, packers, Falcons, Seahawks,  
49ers, bears

AFC PLAYOFF TEAMS: patriots, ravens, Texans, Chargers,  
Steelers, bills

NFC CHAMP: packers ; AFC CHAMP: patriots

SUPER BOWL WINNER: packers

NFL MVP: Aaron rodgers, packers

NFL OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Trent richardson, browns

NFL DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: bruce Irvin, Seahawks

Positive vibes  
all summer long

photographs by preston Keres/special t the washington times

Something strikes robert Griffin III as funny during a strategy session with offensive coordinator Kyle Shanahan during a preseason game against 
the Colts. Shanahan, shown with Griffin during drills below, says it will be important to take pressure off the rookie by running the ball effectively.

andrew harniK/the washington times

RG3, Kyle Shanahan on same page from the start

“You have to do what the quarterback likes, what he  
does well, and you have to really accentuate those things.”

— Jon Gruden, ESPN analyst and former NFL head coach

THE QUARTERBACK: 2012 NFL Preview
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Quarterback Robert Griffin III became a national superstar at Baylor because of his exceptional throwing and running ability. It’s a 
combination that Redskins coach Mike Shanahan hopes will terrorize opposing defenses for many years.

“No. 1, he’s a thrower first,” Shanahan said in May after the Redskins drafted Griffin second overall. “I really believe he can make 
any throw on the field. No. 2, he fits into our system perfectly because we like to run play-action, quarterback keeps, bootlegs. With 

his speed, he can get on the edge and do things most quarterbacks can’t do. He also has run the option.”
Here we examine four plays Griffin ran at Baylor with an eye toward how the Redskins might utilize his talents.

Quarterback keeper (Baylor at Wake 
Forest, 9/5/2009 | Third-and-4, WFU 23)

Griffin lines up in shotgun 6 yards in the backfield, 
with a running back 2 yards behind him. baylor 
spreads the defense with two wide receivers left 

and one to the right. Griffin takes the snap and puts 
the ball in the running back’s stomach while reading 
the left defensive end. if the end comes at him, Griffin 
would hand off to the running back. on this play, the 
end takes a flat angle around the corner and down the 
line of scrimmage. That 
alerts Griffin to keep 
the ball while the 
defensive end tries 
to tackle the back, 
who doesn’t have 
the ball. The tight 
end on the right 
blocks a defensive 
back, giving Griffin a 
running lane. Griffin 
gained 12 yards 
for a first down.

Option right (Baylor at Oklahoma State, 
10/29/2011 | Third-and-5, OSU 10)

G  riffin is in shotgun 6 yards in the backfield. 
receiver Kendall Wright, a first-round pick of the 
tennessee titans this year, motions from the 

left slot, presenting the defense with two exceptional 
athletes in the backfield. Griffin takes the snap 
and immediately runs right, with 
Wright shadowing his run 2 yards 
behind him. blocking on the right 
side makes a successful play 
possible. The tight end executes a 
combination block. He helps 
the right tackle by chipping the 
defensive end before releasing 
to block one of the inside 
linebackers, who is working 
to cover a potential pitch to 
Wright. When Griffin sees 
the linebacker playing to 
the outside, he keeps the 
ball and surges inside for 
a 5-yard gain and first down.

Fake inside draw, Y Post (Missouri at 
Baylor, 11/5/2011 | Third-and-goal, MU 6)

Griffin’s success keeping the ball and running is 
well established, and the missouri defense must 
respect that, especially so close to its goal line. 

Wright motions to the backfield next to Griffin in the 
shotgun, forcing the defense to consider how to defend 
two first-round NFL talents. Griffin fakes an inside draw 
to Wright, and the pulling left guard helps sell the run 
fake. two missouri linebackers and the defensive back 
covering the y receiver, terrance 
Williams, in the right slot each 
are fooled by the fake handoff. 
Williams has a free route to 
the post because the fake 
froze the defensive 
back, and Griffin has 
an easy throw because 
the linebackers are 
out of position trying 
to stop a run that 
never occurred. 
touchdown.

Play-action rollout (Baylor vs. Washington, 
12/30/2011 | First-and-10, BU 49)

This is a play similar to the types of misdirection 
play-action passes mike Shanahan brought to 
the redskins two seasons ago. Griffin takes the 

snap out of the shotgun and fakes a handoff to the 
running back that lined up 2 yards behind him in the 
backfield. The safety covering the deep right half of the 
field is drawn toward the line of scrimmage by the fake 
handoff. That isolates Wright in man-to-man coverage 
on outside. Griffin rolls out to his 
right after the run fake to change 
the point of attack, while the left 
guard pulls with him to pass 
protect. Wright separates 
from the cornerback 
with a stutter step. This 
play would have been 
a touchdown if Griffin 
hadn’t overthrown 
Wright by 2 yards.

— Compiled by Rich Campbell
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THROUGH THE YEARS

Henry “Honolulu” HugHes (1932)
Hawaii native completed 11 of 57 passes for one 
touchdown and nine interceptions in debut season for 
the franchise — then based in boston and known as the 
braves. The team would change its name to “redskins” 
the following year and move to Washington in 1937. 
Hughes wouldn’t play pro football again.

Sammy Baugh (1937-52)

Slingin’ Sammy was the redskins’ first star player, a four-
time all-pro selection who spent his entire career in d.C. 
When he retired in 1952, he was the NFL’s all-time leader 
with 21,886 passing yards (a total that now leaves him 
81st on the career list). He was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 1963. 

EddiE LEBaron (1952-59)

a 10th-round pick in 1950, Lebaron was the primary 
starter in the post-baugh years. He made the pro bowl 
three times as a redskin (and once with the Cowboys 
later in his career), but he never won more than five 
games in a season as the starter. 

norm SnEad (1961-63)

Like robert Griffin iii, he was the second overall pick in 
the draft (1961, out of Wake Forest) and started from the 
very beginning. in fact, he started every game his first 
three seasons in the league, but the redskins managed 
only a 9-30-3 record as he threw just 46 touchdowns to 
71 interceptions. 

Sonny JurgEnSEn (1964-74)

arriving from philadelphia as a 30-year-old who had 
twice led the league in passing yards, he started every 
game his first seven years in Washington in 1967, he 
led the NFL in completions (288), attempts (508), yards 
(3,747) and touchdowns (31). two years later, he was 
named all-pro with an even more efficient campaign, 
completing a league-high 62 percent of his passes. 

BiLLy KiLmEr (1971-78)

The redskins hadn’t made the playoffs since 1945 when 
he took over the starting job in 1971 after eight years 
with San Francisco and New orleans. Though Kilmer 
never posted flashy numbers, he led the redskins to the 
postseason five of the next six years, including a Super 
bowl Vii loss to the unbeaten miami dolphins. 

JoE ThEiSmann (1974-85)

taking over as the regular quarterback in 1978, he 
posted just one winning season in the first four before 
driving the redskins to a Super bowl title in the strike-
shortened 1982 season. That was the first of three 
straight playoff trips and the start of a decade that saw 
the redskins as perennial contenders. Theismann 
remains the franchise’s all-time leader with 25,206 
passing yards. 

doug WiLLiamS (1986-89)

He started only 17 games in his redskins career but was 
at his best on the biggest stage. Though the redskins 
lost both regular-season games he started in 1987, 
he led them to three straight playoff wins that year, 
culminating in a Super bowl XXii rout of the broncos in 
which he threw for four touchdowns. 

marK rypiEn (1988-93)

The redskins made the playoffs three times in his five 
years as the primary starter, and their 1991 campaign 
(14-2 regular season, Super bowl XXVi win over the 
bills) still stands as the most recent high point for the 
franchise. Washington has won only three playoff games 
since that Super bowl triumph, most recently in the wild 
card round after the 2005 season.

By Stephen Whyno

tHe WaSHiNGtoN timeS

H
eath Shuler knew what he had 
to say. It was the fall of 1994, 
and Washington Redskins 
coach Norv Turner was giving 
the touted rookie quarterback 

the chance to make his NFL debut against 
the defending Super Bowl-champion Dallas 
Cowboys.

“Of course, every competitive person says, 
‘Hey I’m ready to go, let’s go, I’m ready. Put me 
in a game, coach, I’m ready to play,’ ” Shuler said.

He wasn’t ready to play. Not then and not 
really at any point during a four-year career that 
never lived up to the hype of his being the third 
overall draft pick. Robert Griffin III is saddled 
with that kind of attention now.

Shuler, who was considered the next star 
for a franchise that won three titles with three 
different quarterbacks turned out to be a bust: 
22 starts, 15 touchdowns and plenty of wonder-
ing how it all went wrong.

“I can’t blame it on any individual,” said 
Shuler, who’s retiring as a Democratic con-
gressman from North Carolina after three 
terms. “I just blame it on myself.”

There’s plenty of blame to go around.

Reaching for a star
Just three seasons removed from their last 

Super Bowl victory, the Redskins were intent 
on finding a young quarterback to pair with 
new coach Norv Turner. Starring at Tennessee, 
Shuler finished second in the Heisman Trophy 
voting and was considered the top pro prospect.

Then-Redskins general manager Charley 
Casserly conceded Shuler was more of a pros-
pect than a finished product, a characterization 
the quarterback agreed with. But the Redskins 
made him the No. 3 pick in the 1994 draft.

“We forced taking a young quarterback high 
in the draft,” Casserly said. “He was a reach at 
3. He was more of a later first-round pick as a 
lot of these guys are being taken now. But if 
you make the decision, which we did, to take a 
quarterback, then you’re going to have to take 
him regardless of where you’re picking.”

Problem is, as the third pick of a team not 
far removed from glory years, Shuler had the 
expectations lofted onto his 6-foot-2, 216-pound 
frame. Meanwhile, there wasn’t much expected 
out of seventh-rounder Gus Frerotte.

Between the draft and training camp, Shuler 
felt like something of a celebrity around Wash-
ington but tried to stay focused.

“Managing expectations is virtually im-
possible,” said then-quarterbacks coach Cam 
Cameron, now the Baltimore Ravens’ offensive 
coordinator. “And I think it goes with the ter-
ritory. … The quarterbacks know it and they 
relish it.”

‘Just another guy’
Shuler said the pressure didn’t get to him 

until games started, but fans did wonder why 
he wasn’t in training camp on time.

A new collective bargaining agreement 
made the terms more complicated. Shuler 
made it clear that even as he asked Casserly 
what needed to be done to get into camp, he 
didn’t blame the Redskins’ front office for the 
timing. Second-round pick Tre Johnson signed 
late, too, and Casserly explained the league 
needed extra time to go over Shuler’s deal.

Shuler missed two weeks of training camp 
before signing an eight-year, $19.25 million con-
tract that was the richest in franchise history 
and biggest rookie deal in NFL history.

Turner at the time said the holdout was 
a “short-term setback in what’s going to be a 
long-term relationship.” But by the time Shuler 
reported to camp, Frerotte had impressed and 
it took time to catch up.

“Basically what happens is, the coaches 
looked at me and said, ‘We don’t have time to 
play catch-up. We’re just going to have to go,’” 
Shuler said. “And it was a totally different of-
fense from what I had been accustomed to, and 
I think that, to me, was the most difficult thing.”

Perhaps the most difficult thing was gaining 
respect within the locker room. Return special-
ist Brian Mitchell, who was in his fifth season 
with the Redskins when Shuler arrived, said 
it didn’t take long for he and his teammates 
to figure out this 22-year-old prospect wasn’t 
going to be the guy.

“After we started practicing we felt that he 
was just another guy,” Mitchell said. “We didn’t 
see him as that guy that deserves all that hype.”

Bring on the pressure
The 1994 Redskins didn’t win. Not under 

their September starter, veteran John Friesz, 
who went 1-3. Not under Frerotte (1-3) and 
certainly not under Shuler (1-7).

But Shuler got his chance before Frerotte, 
facing the Cowboys on Oct. 2 in his pro debut. 
Casserly called starting an unproven, unpol-
ished rookie against Jimmy Johnson’s jugger-
naut “absolutely the worst situation” Shuler 
could be in.

“I felt that they threw him to the wolves too 
quick,” Mitchell said. “But that’s the NFL: They 
draft somebody high, they have to prove that 
they did the right thing and they’ll do every-
thing they can to make sure that we believe 
what they did is right.”

The 34-7 loss portended more disappoint-
ment. Shuler didn’t win his first game with the 
Redskins until Christmas Eve.

“If you’re playing bad, then obviously the 
pressure completely increases,” said Shuler, 
who said the seven losses were more than he 
had in high school and college combined. “I 
think that’s kind of obviously what I felt going 
into it that the pressure actually built up when 
you started losing games.”

Shuler said he would have rather spent time 
being mentored by someone such as Rich Gan-
non, but that didn’t happen. He got into 11 games 
and showed little promise: 10 touchdowns, 12 
interceptions and a 45.3 completion percentage.

“We just weren’t successful as a team,” Shuler 
said. “I wasn’t successful as a quarterback.”

Where it went wrong
The Shuler experiment may have been 

doomed from the start.
For one, Turner’s offense was built more 

for a more traditional quarterback in the sense 
that he liked to drop back and throw the ball. 
Shuler was not. The former high school high-
jumper knew he wasn’t a pocket passer like 
Troy Aikman.

“You get in the game and they say, ‘All those 
things that you did in college, forget that. We 
may have drafted you because of your abilities 
in college but kind of forget that now,’ ” Shuler 
said.

It wasn’t about learning the drop-back of-
fense but rather what Shuler said was a process 
of “learning not to be an athletic quarterback.” 
Turner’s system didn’t fit.

“If you draft a guy at that high of a pick and 
he doesn’t fit your system, then you’re the fool, 
not him,” Mitchell said.

Shuler also lamented that Turner was a 
first-time head coach and that Cameron was a 
first-time quarterbacks coach and the ensuing 
lack of direction provided for him and Frerotte.

While Frerotte developed into a Pro Bowl 
quarterback by 1996, Shuler was dogged by 
injuries, notably a second-degree shoulder 
separation and a sprained ankle. After that 
season, the Redskins had to choose which 
quarterback to pay as their starter. They went 
with Frerotte.

“Part of what hurt Shuler was the injuries. 
And Frerotte playing well,” Casserly said. “So 
you’re not going to bench the guy who’s playing 
well. And the other guy because of the injuries 
has not really got a fair opportunity.”

Dealt to the New Orleans Saints for a third- 
and a fifth-round pick, Shuler dislocated toes 
on his left foot and never recovered. Even 
though it ended quickly, Shuler called his time 
with the Redskins “the single greatest learning 
experience” of his life.

Casserly said injuries shouldn’t be glossed 
over in explaining why Shuler’s football career 
lasted less time than his tenure as a congress-
man, which will end in January. But even before 
that, it wasn’t on the right track.

“I think there would be some things that 
I would do differently, but I’d rather not talk 
about them,” Casserly said.

Now 40 with almost two decades of hind-
sight, Shuler knows there are aspects of football 
he could have done better, even if he knew he 
worked as hard as possible.

“I wasn’t the partier, I spent every waking 
minute on the offense, I worked out, I didn’t 
miss workouts, I did everything I was ever 
asked to do,” he said. “Sometimes I felt like I 
spent too much time because I wanted it so bad 
that I didn’t take a break from football.”

The Redskins badly wanted Shuler to be 
the team’s next franchise quarterback, or at 
least join Joe Theismann, Doug Williams and 
Mark Rypien in the exclusive club of Super 
Bowl winners. Instead, the clock ran out on 
Shuler before he had the chance to prove his 
worth.

“He was a guy who was going to need some 
time to develop, and as things happened, he 
didn’t get the time to develop,” Casserly said. 
“So I don’t think we ever knew what he was 
going to be.”

Rushed in, phased out

associated press photographs

redskins rookie quarterback robert Griffin iii (left) shares a moment with Heath Shuler, whose career as a congressman has outshined his playing 
days with the redskins (below). Shuler never lived up to the hype of being the No. 3 overall pick out of tennessee in 1994.

Shuler was 3rd pick in ’94, but far from a good fit

associated press

associated press

Quarterback mark rypien reacts after  
the redskins scored a touchdown during 
the second quarter of their victory over the 
bills in Super bowl XXVi on Jan. 26, 1992. 
The redskins have won only three playoff 
games since that magical 1991 season.

THE QUARTERBACK: 2012 NFL Preview
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By NathaN FeNNo

tHe WaSHiNGtoN timeS

A
s late-summer darkness blanketed 
Washington one night last month, 
the quarterback came to life. The 
familiar braids and right arm that 
hasn’t unleashed a regular-season 
NFL pass towered 74 feet over 

Pennsylvania Avenue. Four months after the 
Redskins used the draft’s second pick on Robert 
Griffin III, the quarterback already hawks sand-
wiches and sports drinks and shoes and automo-
biles to accompany special media sessions and 
the trademark Superman socks. His projection 
on the Newseum’s granite tablet — etched with 
the First Amendment’s 45 words — snapped off 
passes and tossed a football then a high-top cleat 
in his left hand.

As the Capitol’s dome glowed a half-mile away, 
unable to compete with the newcomer, the quar-
terback surveyed his home.

“RGIII,” the projection read, “in lights.”
For four hours, the quarterback stood the size of 

a building. The stature matched the expectations 
heaped on Griffin’s each step, after the Redskins 
dealt three first-round picks to select him and gave 
him a $21 million contract to end the churn that’s 
seen 10 different quarterbacks start for the team 
in the past decade.

Griffin’s image owned the night, but not in the 
same way three Redskins quarterbacks — Sonny 
Jurgensen, Billy Kilmer and Joe Theismann — 
owned the positon and the nation’s capital more 
than 22 years. They know about White House 
dinners and the president showing up at Redskins 
Park for practice and not being able to stroll down 
the street without being recognized and the politi-
cal power packed into the owner’s box.

“It’s the greatest place to play in the world,” 
said Jurgensen, a Pro Football Hall of Famer who 
spent 1964 to 1974 in Washington, “the capital of 
the free world.”

“When the president of the United States says, 
‘Hi, Joe,’ and you get the sense he knows who you 
are, that’s a pretty good stroke to your ego,” said 
Theismann, the team’s all-time passing yards 
leader. “That’s the world you play in. I don’t think 
you’d get that in Cleveland.”

Burden and blessing
The three quarterbacks understand the burden 

and blessing of playing sport’s most-dissected 
position in Washington. From 1964 to 1985, one of 
them led the Redskins in passing each season as 
they combined to throw 93 percent of the team’s 
passes. Each brought stability in his own way. 
Jurgensen’s smooth North Carolina drawl and abil-
ity to huck a football 80 yards. Kilmer’s red face, 
raspy voice, gutsy scrambling and Tebow spiral to 
match his days as a UCLA halfback. Theismann’s 
swagger and speed from days returning punts, as 
he rearranged much of the passing section of the 

Redskins’ record book. They didn’t just accept the 
pressure. They adored it.

But in the 26 years since Theismann’s career 
ended after Lawrence Taylor’s hit snapped his 
right leg, 26 different quarterbacks have started 
at least once for the Redskins. Break out the five 
quarterbacks with the most starts during the 
period: Mark Rypien (72), Jason Campbell (52), 
Gus Frerotte (46), Mark Brunell (33) and Brad 
Johnson (27). They combined to attempt only 45.9 
percent of Washington’s passes in the 26 years. 
Even Rypien’s Super Bowl MVP in 1992 during 
parts of five seasons as starter only shored up the 
instability for a short time.

Big names and big money have tried to fix the 
problem and, more often than not, left town as big 
busts (or, in the case of Heath Shuler, one ‘solution’ 
who lasted 13 starts, returned with a distinctly less 
popular job: congressman).

“That’s been the biggest problem: We just 
haven’t had anybody play a lot of games at the quar-
terback position,” Theismann said. “Everybody 
in this city takes winning very seriously because 
there hasn’t been a whole lot of success here. This 
city has been somewhat starved for high-quality 
professional performances.

“Once you established yourself in this town, 
everywhere you go — everywhere — people know 
who you are.”

Take the November afternoon in 1971 when 
President Nixon and a swarm of Secret Service 
agents dropped by Redskins Park for practice 
following a 13-0 loss to the Dallas Cowboys. Run-
ning back Larry Brown, shocked, thought it like 
the beginning of a political movie.

“Where were you when I needed you?” Jur-
gensen told the president, according to the As-
sociated Press account of the visit.

At the end of practice, Nixon delivered an 
extended address to the team, quoting Gen. John 
Pershing and himself, tweaking the Senators, laud-
ing his friend, coach George Allen, and detailing 
the pressure put on Jurgensen and Kilmer when 
Brown and Charley Harraway weren’t running 
the ball “up to par.” The president wasn’t finished.

“This gives me the right to call plays,” he said.
So, the AP story detailed, Kilmer tossed a 

screen pass to Harraway for a 10-yard gain at the 
president’s “animated” direction.

“The city,” President Nixon told the team in the 
American Presidency Project’s transcript of his 
remarks, “needed to have a team that was winning.”

Friendly competitors
During training camp in Carlisle, Pa., earlier 

that year, center Len Hauss and tackle Walter Rock 
took Jurgensen and Kilmer, newly acquired from 
the New Olreans Saints, out to a “place for fellow-
ship.” They had “soda-pops,” Hauss remembered 
with a family-friendly chuckle, and made certain 
the quarterbacks would get along.

‘A quarterback town’
craig bisacre/the washington times

Joe Theismann (signing autographs for fans at Fedex Field on aug. 25) and Sonny Jurgensen (below) were the darlings of d.C. during their heydays when Washington was synonymous with winning.

Will Griffin III take his place next to franchise’s all-time greats?

» see legends | e7

“It’s being in the right place at the right time. That’s for 
everybody. The right system, having the right coaches. … 

You have to have continuity. [Griffin’s] doing it for the long 
haul. People are going to have to be patient. He’s going to 
have growing pains. He’s going to be spectacular at times 

and then he’s not. You learn more about people from losing 
than you do from winning. He’s going to be successful.”

THE QUARTERBACK: 2012 NFL Preview
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“George’s philosophy was defense is 
No. 1,” Hauss said. “Special teams are No. 
1. Maybe the equipment people are No. 3 
and the parking lot is No. 4 and the offense 
is No. 5.”

So, quarterback wasn’t the city’s glamour 
position. And instead of a tooth-and-nail 
competition, Kilmer and Jurgensen became 
— and remain — close friends (“George 
didn’t factor in the possibility of Billy and 
Sonny becoming drinking buddies,” Brown 
said). They cared less about who played than 
if they won.

The buddies quickly became the faces 
of the franchise. Around town, they were 
instantly recognizable. That suited Hauss 
when out with the duo, as he usually re-
mained pleasantly unnoticed. No 74-foot 
murals were projected on Pennsylvania Av-
enue or likenesses sculpted from sandwich 
trimmings, like Griffin. Instead, gold “I like 
Sonny!” and burgundy “I like Billy!” bumper 
stickers were slapped on cars around the 
area as the debate over which quarterback 
to start intensified.

The quarterbacks pulled the same stunt 
when they drove together to lunch or to grab 
a “soda.” If Jurgensen saw a Billy bumper 
sticker, he stuck his head out the window and 
hollered at the driver. Kilmer did the same 
for Sonny bumper stickers. They found the 
exchanges hilarious.

Today’s billion-dollar NFL behemoth 
was embryonic in 1971. So, Jurgensen, who 
made less than $1 million over his 18 seasons, 
pitched Muriel Cigars.

“Hey coach, since when do you ride a 
Muriel?” Jurgensen asked in the TV com-
mercial, tossing a football in the air.

“Since I signed your contract, Sonny,” 
Allen replied in mock exasperation, whistle 
draped around his neck.

Becoming a brand
Theismann, arriving in 1974 after three 

seasons in the Canadian Football League, 
established a virtual empire with a restau-
rant founded in 1975, radio and TV shows, 
commercials and his first endorsement: 
Igloo coolers. 

This wasn’t Sonny, Billy and down-home 
bumper stickers. That didn’t stop Redskins 
fans from speaking their mind. Like after a 
loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in 1980 when 
Theismann pulled into a full-service gas 
station.

“Well, you’re Joe Theismann, aren’t you?” 
the attendant said.

“Yes, I am,” Theismann said.
“You lost to the Eagles yesterday, didn’t 

you?” the attendant said. “Pump your own 
gas.”

When Joe Gibbs took over as coach in 1981, 
his quarterback’s sprawling extra-football 
interests didn’t sit well. At least that’s how 
Theismann remembers it. Gibbs wanted a 
quarterback, not a celebrity. In Washington, 
the line between the two blurred.

“He wanted somebody else to play quar-
terback, and I had to drive to his house and 
say, ‘Hey, I’m willing to give up all this stuff if 
you want me to,’” Theismann said. “I basically 
had to go over there and say, ‘Hey, coach, give 
me a chance.’”

Did Theismann surrender any of his 
empire?

“No, I didn’t,” he said and laughed.

A long-term solution
Griffin, of course, won’t need to beg to 

become the 50th starting quarterback in 
Redskins history. His low-key demeanor 
off the field leads Jurgensen and others to 
believe he is the elusive long-term solution. 
They note his intelligence, kindness to others 
and discipline.

Hauss, buoyed by the years of snapping 
the ball to Jurgensen, Kilmer and Theismann, 
believes Griffin is the humble sort whose at-
titude will fit well in the locker room.

“He looks to me like the type who, rather 
than be better than everybody else,” Hauss 
said, “he would probably take his offensive 
line out and buy them a soda pop after 
practice.”

But creating a franchise quarterback, a 
true solution, is a complicated task. Scan 
rosters from the days of Sonny, Billy and 
Joe and the slew of Hall of Famers — from 
Bobby Mitchell to Charley Taylor to John 
Riggins — leap out. These weren’t one-man 
(or two-man, in the case of Jurgensen and 
Kilmer’s platoon) shows.

“It’s being in the right place at the right 
time. That’s for everybody,” Jurgensen said. 
“The right system, having the right coaches. 
… You have to have continuity.

“He’s doing it for the long haul. People are 
going to have to be patient. He’s going to have 
growing pains. He’s going to be spectacular 
at times and then he’s not. You learn more 
about people from losing than you do from 
winning. He’s going to be successful.”

And, as the Pennsylvania Avenue projec-
tion predicted, that elusive success is all that’s 
needed to keep Griffin’s name in lights.

“This,” Brown said, “is a quarterback 
town.”

legends
From page E6

“When the president of the United States says, ‘Hi, Joe,’ and you get the sense he knows who you are,  
that’s a pretty good stroke to your ego. That’s the world you play in. I don’t think you’d get that in Cleveland.”

— Joe Theismann, Super Bowl-winning quarterback and Redskins’ all-time leader in passing yards
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associated press photographs

Joe Theismann (top) basked in the glory of the redskins’ first Super bowl championship, a 27-17 decision over the miami dolphins on Jan. 31, 1982. Sonny Jurgensen 
(above left) and billy Kilmer (above right) were so popular in Washington in the 1970s that even the president wanted to hobnob with them. Kilmer is shown targeting 
Hall of Famer Charley taylor in Super bowl Vii on Jan. 14 1973. The 14-7 loss to miami capped the dolphins’ 17-0 season. 
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I 
once won a fantasy 
championship game 
with Peyton Manning as 
my quarterback. In 1998. 

That’s right, I won a league 
title by starting a rookie 
with 25 interceptions at the 
time. Worse, my regular 
quarterback was the best in 
the game and in his prime. 
Why did I sit Brett Favre? A 
mixture of youth, arrogance 
and stupidity.

I relay this anecdote to 
remind fantasy owners of two things: 

1) You can stumble to victory any number of 
ways in a given week (I once started John Friesz 
over Mark Rypien on a victorious Sunday in 
1991).

2) There are only a few ways to win consis-
tently throughout a season, and getting good QB 
play tops that short list.

Starting Manning in that championship game 
14 years ago wasn’t risky; it was foolish. I got 
lucky. Don’t leave your success to luck (no Colts 
pun intended); find a QB you can count on and 
stick with him. By the way, had I left Favre in my 
lineup that day, I would have won easily with his 
three TD passes. Instead, I had to sweat out the 
Monday night game after Manning threw just 
one TD. 

The advice to stick with the hot hand seems 
like a no-brainer, but not everyone gets to draft 
an Aaron Rodgers, Tom Brady or Drew Brees. 
Sometimes, your best-laid QB plans are de-
stroyed by injury. Isn’t that right, every person in 
America who had the first pick in a 2008 draft? 
Sometimes, the QB you think you’re drafting 

is not the QB you end up with. Isn’t that right, 
every person who drafted Michael Vick in the 
first round last year? Sometimes, to win it all, you 
need a contingency plan. So with that in mind, 
here’s a list of QBs to keep on an eye on in case 
injury or less-than-expected performance leave 
you in need of a dependable starter.

Jay Cutler: I may or may not be wearing 
my No. 6 Bears jersey as I type, but allegiances 
aside, I believe the Chicago quarterback is set 
up for a career year. The offensive line remains 
a question mark, but Cutler has spent the past 
three years adjusting to that, and there’s hope that 
Mike Tice’s move from offensive line coach to 
offensive coordinator will help the unit continue 
its development (it also would help if JaMar-
cus Webb woke up tomorrow as Joe Thomas). 
Anyway, if there’s a legitimate reason that Cutler 
— who has cut his interception rate in each of his 
three seasons with the Bears — could become 
a reliable fantasy starter, it’s the arrival of WR 
Brandon Marshall. The two have a history, and 
it’s a history of success. If Cutler gets decent 
protection, he could surprise, especially 
those who think he’s a jerk. But jerks win 
titles, too. Isn’t that right, Steelers 
fans? 

Ben Roethlisberger: 
Excuse me for a moment 
while I congratulate myself 
for such an awesome segue. 
Pittsburgh’s Unfrozen Cave-
man Quarterback faces the same 
primary challenge as Cutler: a weak 
offensive line. Unlike Cutler, however, 
Roethlisberger has been a top fantasy 
quarterback before. He threw 32 
TDs in 2007. There’s likely going to 

be an adjustment to new offensive coordinator 
Todd Haley’s system, especially with WR Mike 
Wallace not reporting until last week. But with 
Wallace back and WR Antonio Brown having a 
full season under his belt, Roethlisberger has his 
best receiver tandem since that aforementioned 
2007 season, when he was throwing to Hines 
Ward in his prime and Santonio Holmes when 
he cared. Two other related items: The last time 
Haley was coordinating an offense, he helped 
the Cardinals reach the Super Bowl. And as head 
coach of the Chiefs, he wrung a 27-TD season out 
of Matt Cassel.       

Matt Cassel: Another moment, please. OK, 
here we go. I really have no idea who Cassel is. 
The guy who made himself millions by step-
ping in when Tom Brady went down in the 2008 
opener and playing very well for New England or 
the guy who sandwiched that 27-TD season with 
two awful seasons in which he threw a combined 
26 TDs in 24 games for Kansas City. No one 

drafted Cassel as a starter, but he’s on plenty 
of benches. If he’s on yours, it might be 
wise to keep him around. If nothing else, 
if he stays healthy and you can afford the 
roster spot, he has great matchups during 

the playoffs — at the Raiders and 
home against the Colts.  

Joe Flacco: After the Balti-
more QB threw seven TDs in 
his first three games, I was sure 
he was becoming the consistent 

starter I had hoped when I 
drafted him. So sure that I 
wrote he already was. Name 
10 better fantasy QBs, I said. I 

wrote that with a grain of salt, 
not expecting him to keep up his early 

pace, which included two three-TD games. But I 
still figured he would be a dependable No. 1 going 
forward, epecially in the 12-team league in which 
I was counting on him. I was wrong. About as 
wrong as that mustache he sported all season. 
Over the next nine weeks, Flacco threw six total 
TDs, including four weeks in which he didn’t 
throw a single TD. He did follow up that horren-
dous stretch with three straight two-TD games, 
and he outplayed New England’s Tom Brady in 
the AFC title game. So that means he’s either 
finally poised for his breakout season or once 
again on track to tease fantasy owners who draft 
him. I’m not sure why, but I’m leaning toward the 
former. Flacco has too much talent to play like 
Mark Sanchez again for so long. I think he puts it 
together this year and will reward those who kept 
the faith.  

Jake Locker: Kenny Britt. Nate Washington. 
Kendall Wright. Jared Cook. Remember those 
names, because you’re going to be hearing them 
a lot. They make up one of the league’s more 
underrated WR corps, and they will help make 
Tennessee’s second-year QB a big hit in fantasy 
leagues this year. RB Chris Johnson won’t need 
until November to round into shape this year, so 
with him taking the pressure off, Locker will have 
plenty of opportunities to make plays in the pass-
ing game. And while he’s no Cam Newton, he’s 
more than athletic enough to make plays with 
his feet as well. Locker doesn’t do anything really 
well, but he seems to have “IT.” He strikes me as 
the kind of QB who becomes a better player in 
the NFL than he ever was in college. I refuse to 
say, “Joe Montana” right now. Oops. Locker is 
sitting there on the waiver wire in many, if not 
most, leagues. Take a chance on the kid. I think 
he’ll deliver.

Fantasy-league glory can hinge on backup QB

By Jason Butt

SpeCiaL to tHe WaSHiNGtoN timeS

OWINGS MILLS, Md.

M
aybe Joe Flacco was sending a mes-
sage Aug. 7, when he threw a football 
high against the wall at Baltimore’s 
indoor practice facility.

A media contingent was lined up by the wall, 
watching practice begin. Flacco and his fellow 
quarterbacks laughed at the immediate confusion, 
as if reporters were simultaneously thinking, “Did 
Joe Flacco, who’s usually reserved and quiet, really 
just do that?”

“I just wanted to see if I could scare you guys 
at all,” Flacco said. “I was a little bit scared about 
where the ricochet might come off and hit some-
body, but I just wanted to send a little scare. I 
said, ‘Hey, you think it’d be funny if I did it?’ And 
everybody was like, ‘Yeah, do it. Do it. Do it.’”

Flacco’s four years in the NFL have attracted 
scrutiny from many sides — columnists, TV 
personalities and even a high-profile teammate. 
Before Baltimore’s AFC championship game 
against New England last year, safety Ed Reed said 
Flacco looked “rattled” the game before against 
Houston in a 20-13 win.

Since being taken 18th overall in the 2008 draft, 
Flacco has dealt with a unique dynamic, playing 
second fiddle to the Ravens’ defense. Perhaps it’s 
easier to harp on Flacco’s mistakes more since the 
defense has been among the NFL’s best since 2000.

The numbers indicate Flacco has been consis-
tent where it matters most. In four years, he’s 49-23 
in the regular season and 5-4 in the playoffs. How-
ever, in 2011, Flacco finished the season with a 57.6 
percent completion percentage, 20 touchdowns 
and 12 interceptions. Those aren’t sexy numbers 
in today’s pass-happy NFL.

But there’s a general feeling inside the organiza-
tion that this will be Flacco’s breakout season. He’s 
performed well in training camp practices and 
threw for 266 yards and two touchdowns in just 
more than two quarters of play against Jacksonville 
in Baltimore’s third preseason game.

“He doesn’t listen to what people are saying,” 
said tight end Dennis Pitta, one of Flacco’s closest 
friends on the team. “He doesn’t let the criticism 
sway him at all. He’s poised, confident in himself 
and knows what he’s capable of. He’s excited to 
hopefully finally showcase that in a full extent 
this year.”

A change in philosophy
Flacco has been more comfortable this pre-

season, making calls at the line of scrimmage in 
Baltimore’s new-look, no-huddle offense. The con-
fidence is there, too, as each time he’s been asked 
about the no-huddle, he says he’d like to see himself 
and his teammates operate it at a faster speed.

The move to the no-huddle could be seen as 
the next progression in Baltimore’s investment 
in Flacco. Since 2009, the Ravens featured Ray 
Rice prominently in the offense, with a run-first 
philosophy to wear down opposing defenses.

But the NFL’s landscape has changed dramati-
cally over the past five years. If you have a quar-
terback who can throw the ball all over the field, 
by all means, you’re going to use him.

Six weeks into the offseason, after Baltimore 
lost 23-20 to New England in the AFC champi-
onship game, Ravens coach John Harbaugh and 
offensive coordinator Cam Cameron met to talk 
about the coming weeks. Harbaugh floated the 
idea of a philosophical change, telling Cameron, 
“Let’s test the limits of the no-huddle, and let’s see 
what it can do, where it takes us.”

Most of the coaches on staff had experience in 

the no-huddle, including quar-
terbacks coach Jim Caldwell, 
who coached Peyton Manning 
during his 10-year tenure as a 
quarterbacks coach and head 
coach in Indianapolis. Putting 
Flacco in a no-huddle, up-
tempo offense would seem to 
go against the stereotype his 
critics have attached to him, 
that he’s a game manager who 
hinders the offense’s develop-
ment. That’s not the case, if you 
ask his teammates.

“Joe’s always been a great 
leader,” Pitta said. “He’s always 
confident in himself and in his 
abilities. I think offensively, we 
have grown a lot in the schemes 
we run and our philosophy. Es-
pecially this year, we’re run-
ning more no-huddle, more 
up-tempo. Throwing the ball a 
little bit more than we have in 
the past, that’s allowing Joe to 
better showcase his abilities. Be-
fore, I think we were so heavily 
focused on being able to run the 
ball, control the clock and wear 
down the defense. But with so 
many weapons outside now, we can spread the 
field and start throwing the ball around more. 
That helps Joe.”

Second-year wideout Torrey Smith was one of 
his quarterback’s biggest defenders in 2011. Smith 
often noted that Flacco had to work with a brand-
new receiving unit, outside of Anquan Boldin, and 
start from scratch in building a rapport with them. 

Two of Flacco’s favorite 
targets from 2008-10, Derrick 
Mason and Todd Heap, were 
released before the beginning 
of training camp in 2011. Those 
moves, combined with a lockout 
that prevented offseason work-
outs, forced Flacco to become 
familiar with a lot of new faces 
quickly.

“I’m on the Joe Flacco band-
wagon,” Smith said. “He’s been 
taking control of the offense, 
and just the way the throws. 
He’s very consistent in his play, 
and it’s on us to play catch-up 
with him.”

In 2011, Detroit Lions quarter-
back Matthew Stafford led the 
NFL with an average of 41 pass 
attempts a game. Flacco averaged 
33 attempts per game but threw 
more than 30 passes only twice 
in Baltimore’s final seven regular-
season games.

There’s an early emphasis for 
Flacco to throw more this year, 
with the Ravens running more 
plays from the line of scrimmage. 
Pitta believes the added plays 

will build better numbers, which will put Flacco 
in the conversation among the better quarterbacks 
in the NFL.

“It’s unfair to compare the statistics when you 
don’t know anything about the philosophy of the 
offenses,” Pitta said. “It’s going to be a better ba-
rometer this year for him to take himself into the 
elite category and throw the ball over the field.”

On his own
Flacco didn’t have to show up to any of the 

voluntary workouts this offseason. Entering the 
final year of his rookie contract, Flacco would like 
to have a new deal.

Sometimes it’s tough to separate the business 
side from the game itself. Philadelphia Eagles 
receiver DeSean Jackson recently said part of his 
dismal 2011 season was due to worrying about a 
new contract.

Flacco has left the contract talks to his agent, 
Joe Linta, and has focused solely on football. The 
only practice time Flacco missed this offseason 
was for the birth of his first child, Stephen.

Before organized team activities began, Flacco 
and his receivers participated in throwing ses-
sions at the team’s facility, during the same day a 
weightlifting period was scheduled.

The idea was to work on timing, something 
Flacco and the receivers struggled with at times 
a year ago.

“Joe has grown into being one of the best,” 
receiver LaQuan Williams said. “He doesn’t get a 
lot of credit, but he works so hard and pushes us.”

The Ravens fell short of advancing to the Super 
Bowl a season ago. The defense always will be a 
factor in the success of this team, especially as 
long as Reed and Ray Lewis remain members of it.

But with the time spent this offseason, and 
with the new direction on offense, Flacco could 
be poised for a breakout year.

“There is no lack of confidence in this team,” 
Flacco said. “We’ve been there, and we’ve done 
most of it. We’ve got to get a little bit better, just 
like everybody does. Hopefully, we’re putting in 
the work. We have confidence that we’re putting in 
the work to get that much better than everybody 
else and really make the strides where we need to.”

Flacco makes quick work of offense

associated press

Joe Flacco has led baltimore to a 49-23 regular-season record since entering the NFL in 2008. The ravens also are 5-4 in the playoffs with him under center.

MATT
PALLISTER

The WashingTon Times

2012 RAVENS 
SCHEDULE

Sept. 10 Cincinnati, 7 p.m.

Sept. 16 at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.

Sept. 23 New England, 8:20 p.m.

Sept. 27 Cleveland, 8:20 p.m.

Oct. 7 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.

Oct. 14 Dallas, 1 p.m.

Oct. 21 at Houston, 1 p.m.

Oct. 28 BYE

Nov. 4 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.

Nov. 11 Oakland, 1 p.m.

Nov. 18 at Pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.

Nov. 25 at San Diego, 4:05 p.m.

dec. 2 Pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.

dec. 9 at Washington, 1 p.m.

dec. 16 Denver, 1 p.m.

dec. 23 N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.

dec. 30 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m

THE QUARTERBACK: 2012 NFL Preview
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Sun., Sept. 9
at New Orleans, 1 p.m., Fox

Quarterback Robert Griffin III debuts in 
his family’s hometown. Coach Mike Shanahan 
can finally unleash whatever new wrinkles he 
has added to his offense with Griffin on the 
team. The Saints will be led by interim-in-
terim head coach Aaron Kromer in the wake 
of their bounty scandal.

Sun., Sept. 16
at St. Louis, 4:05 p.m., Fox

The Redskins can thank St. Louis brass in 
person for the blockbuster trade that enabled 
them to move up in the draft to select Griffin. 
The Rams (2-14), one of three teams in the 
conference with a worse record than Wash-
ington in 2011, are now coached by longtime 
Shanahan friend Jeff Fisher.

Sun., Sept. 23
vs. Cincinnati, 1 p.m., CBS

Griffin debuts at home against a team that 
made the playoffs in 2011 with a rookie quarter-
back — Andy Dalton, a second-rounder out of 
Texas Christian. The Bengals provided a model 
for success the Redskins could benefit from: 
the seventh-ranked defense and a serviceable 
running game.

Sun., Sept. 30
at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m., Fox

Another game against a team with fewer 
wins than the Redskins had last season quali-
fies as a must-win. The Bucs have a new coach 
in Greg Schiano, formerly of Rutgers. Schiano 
replaced Raheem Morris, who now coaches 
the Redskins’ defensive backs. Morris’ knowl-
edge of Tampa Bay’s personnel should help.

Sun., Oct. 7
vs. Atlanta, 1 p.m., Fox

The Falcons also recently established 
a blueprint for making the playoffs with a 
rookie quarterback. Matt Ryan, the third-
overall pick in 2008, relied on a running game 
that ranked second in the NFL that season 
with 152.7 yards per game. Roddy White and 
Julio Jones could be the NFL’s best receiving 
tandem this year.

Sun., Oct. 14
vs. Minnesota, 4:25 p.m., Fox

The Vikings won only three games last 
season, but one of them was over Washing-
ton on Christmas Eve. Running back Adrian 
Peterson tore left knee ligaments in that game. 
The Redskins must have a winning record 
after this one because the schedule becomes 
much more difficult.

Sun., Oct. 21
at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m., Fox

The Redskins, oddly, don’t play an NFC 
East opponent until the secenth week of the 
season, and this is their only divisional game 
in the first nine. Griffin will encounter Giants 
defensive end Osi Umenyiora, who defiantly 
calls him “Bob Griffin” instead of “RG3.”

Sun., Oct. 28
at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m., Fox

The Redskins’ 3-4 defensive scheme 
spawned from the system Pittsburgh has used 
for years, so it will be interesting to see how 
they mirror each other, as well as how each 
team’s offense attacks the other. Washington 
has lost four straight to Pittsburgh, including 
its only trip to Heinz Field, 16-7, in 2004.

Sun., Nov. 4
vs. Carolina, 1 p.m., Fox

The last two Heisman Trophy winners 
meet in Washington’s final game before the 
bye week. Cam Newton showed the Redskins 
how dangerous a dual-threat quarterback can 
be in the Panthers’ 33-20 victory in Charlotte 
last October. Newton accounted for 315 yards 
from scrimmage and two touchdowns.

Sun., Nov. 18
vs. Philadelphia, 1 p.m., Fox

The Redskins’ back-loaded schedule 
includes divisional opponents in five of the 
final seven games. Philadelphia has won three 
straight against the Redskins dating to Dono-
van McNabb’s return to Philly in 2010. That 
includes a 20-13 loss at FedEx Field coming 
out of last year’s bye.

Thurs., Nov. 22
at Dallas, 4:15 p.m., Fox

Griffin takes the national stage during this 
Thanksgiving Day game. The Redskins have 
lost all six they’ve ever played against Dallas 
on Thanksgiving. Washington also has not 
won in three tries at Cowboys Stadium. The 
Cowboys have won six of the last seven in this 
series.

Mon., Dec. 3
vs. N.Y. Giants, 8:30 p.m., ESPN

The Redskins have lost their last five 
games on Monday night as part of a 2-10 
run since 2000. They did, however, sweep 
the Super Bowl champions last year in two 
lopsided games. The Redskins like how 
their receivers match up with New York’s 
cornerbacks.

Sun., Dec. 9
vs. Baltimore, 1 p.m., CBS

This media-driven “rivalry” does not carry 
over to the locker room. These teams play 
in the regular season only once every four 
years, so for players it pales in comparison to 
divisional games. The Ravens were a dropped 
pass from last year’s Super Bowl.

Sun., Dec. 16
at Cleveland, 1 p.m., Fox

The average high temperature for Cleve-
land on Dec. 16 is 34 degrees, so weather 
could be a major factor in this one. The 
Browns intend to begin the season with 
rookie quarterback Brandon Weeden, whom 
they settled for after their attempt to trade up 
to draft Griffin failed.

Sun., Dec. 23
at Philadelphia, 1 p.m., Fox

How hot will Eagles coach Andy Reid’s 
seat be when the Redskins make this trip? A 
year after a free-agency spending spree re-
sulted in an 8-8 season, Reid is facing an ulti-
matum to at least make the playoffs. Receiver 
DeSean Jackson has six touchdowns in eight 
career games against Washington.

Sun., Dec. 30
vs. Dallas, 1 p.m., Fox

The Redskins lost twice to Dallas last 
season by a total of five points. Cornerback 
DeAngelo Hall was in coverage on two critical 
third-and-long conversions that positioned Dal-
las for game-winning field goals. Washington 
last swept Dallas in 2005. It was the first time 
since 1995 and only the second since 1988.

—Compiled by Rich Campbell

tEam-by-tEam schEdulEs

REdsKINs schEdulE

Arizona Cardinals
Sept. 9 Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 16 at New england, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 30 miami, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 4 at St. Louis, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 14 buffalo, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 21 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Oct. 29 San Francisco, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Green bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 bye
Nov. 18 at atlanta, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 St. Louis, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 2 at N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 16 detroit, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 23 Chicago, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 30 at San Fran., 4:25 p.m.

Atlanta Falcons
Sept. 9 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Sept. 17 denver, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 at San diego, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 30 Carolina, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 at Washington, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 oakland, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 at philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 dallas, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 11 at New orleans, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 arizona, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 29 New orleans, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 N.y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Dec. 22 at detroit, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 30 tampa bay, 1 p.m.

Buffalo Bills
Sept. 9 at N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 New england, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 14 at arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 21 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 bye
Nov. 4 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 at New england, 1 p.m.
Nov. 15 miami, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 25 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 Seattle (at 
toronto), 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 23 at miami, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.

Carolina Panthers
Sept. 9 at tampa bay, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 16 New orleans, 1 p.m.
Sept. 20 N.y. Giants, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 30 at atlanta, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 14 bye
Oct. 21 dallas, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Washington, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 denver, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 26 at philadelphia, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 atlanta, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at San 
diego, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 23 oakland, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at New orleans, 1 p.m.

Chicago Bears
Sept. 9 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Sept. 13 at Green bay, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 23 St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 1 at dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 at Jacksonville, 4:05 p.m.

Oct. 14 bye
Oct. 22 detroit, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 28 Carolina, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 at tennessee, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 Houston, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 19 at San Francisco, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 25 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 Seattle, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 Green bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 30 at detroit, 1 p.m.

Cincinnati Bengals
Sept. 10 at baltimore, 7 p.m.
Sept. 16 Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Washington, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at Jacksonville, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 7 miami, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 28 bye
Nov. 4 denver, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 N.y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 oakland, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at San diego, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 9 dallas, 1 p.m.
Dec. 13 at philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 23 at pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 baltimore, 1 p.m.

Cleveland Browns
Sept. 9 philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 buffalo, 1 p.m.
Sept. 27 at baltimore, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 7 at N.y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 San diego, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 baltimore, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 bye
Nov. 18 at dallas, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at oakland, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 9 Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 Washington, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at denver, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 30 at pittsburgh, 1 p.m.

Dallas Cowboys
Sept. 5 at N.y. Giants, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 23 tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Oct. 1 Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 bye
Oct. 14 at baltimore, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 N.y. Giants, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 4 at atlanta, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 11 at philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 18 Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 Washington, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 2 philadelphia-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 23 New orleans, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at Washington, 1 p.m.

Denver Broncos
Sept. 9 pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 17 at atlanta, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 Houston, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 30 oakland, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 7 at New england, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 15 at San diego, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 New orleans, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 San diego, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 25 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 tampa bay, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 6 at oakland, 8:20 p.m.

Dec. 16 at baltimore, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 Cleveland, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 30 Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.

Detroit Lions
Sept. 9 St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at San Francisco, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 23 at tennessee, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 bye
Oct. 14 at philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Oct. 22 at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 28 Seattle, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 Green bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 Houston 12:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Green bay-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 16 at arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 22 atlanta, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 30 Chicago, 1 p.m.

Green Bay Packers
Sept. 9 San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 13 Chicago, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 24 at Seattle, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 New orleans, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 7 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at Houston, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 21 at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 arizona, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 bye
Nov. 18 at detroit, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 at N.y. Giants-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 2 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 detroit-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 16 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at minnesota, 1 p.m.

Houston Texans
Sept. 9 miami, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at denver, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 30 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Oct. 8 at N.y. Jets, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 Green bay, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 21 baltimore, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 bye
Nov. 4 buffalo, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 at Chicago, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 18 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 at detroit 12:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 at tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dec. 10 at New 
england, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.

Indianapolis Colts
Sept. 9 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 bye
Oct. 7 Green bay, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 at tennessee, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 miami, 1 p.m.
Nov. 8 at Jacksonville, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 18 at New england, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at detroit, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 Houston, 1 p.m.

Jacksonville Jaguars
Sept. 9 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 Houston, 1 p.m.

Sept. 23 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 Cincinnati, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 7 Chicago, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 14 bye
Oct. 21 at oakland, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 28 at Green bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 detroit, 1 p.m.
Nov. 8 indianapolis, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at miami, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 New england, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at tennessee, 1 p.m.

Kansas City Chiefs
Sept. 9 atlanta, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at buffalo, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at New orleans, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 San diego, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 baltimore, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 oakland, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 1 at San diego, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 12 at pittsburgh, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 18 Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 denver, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 Carolina, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at oakland, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 23 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at denver, 4:25 p.m.

Miami Dolphins
Sept. 9 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 oakland, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 7 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 at N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Nov. 15 at buffalo, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 25 Seattle, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 New england, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 16 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at New england, 1 p.m.

Minnesota Vikings
Sept. 9 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 San Francisco, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at detroit, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 tennessee, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at Washington, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 21 arizona, 1 p.m.
Oct. 25 tampa bay, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 4 at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 11 detroit, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 bye
Nov. 25 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at Green bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 Chicago, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 Green bay, 1 p.m.

New England Patriots
Sept. 9 at tennessee, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 arizona, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at baltimore, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 30 at buffalo, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 denver, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 14 at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 21 N.y. Jets, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 28 at St. Louis 
(London), 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 bye
Nov. 11 buffalo, 1 p.m.

Nov. 18 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 at N.y. Jets, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 2 at miami, 1 p.m.
Dec. 10 Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 San Francisco-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 miami, 1 p.m.

New Orleans Saints
Sept. 9 Washington, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at Green 
bay, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 7 San diego, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 14 bye
Oct. 21 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 at denver, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 5 philadelphia, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 11 atlanta, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 at oakland, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 25 San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 29 at atlanta, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 9 at N.y. Giants, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 16 tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at dallas, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 Carolina, 1 p.m.

New York Giants
Sept. 5 dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 16 tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Sept. 20 at Carolina, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 30 at philadelphia, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 7 Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 21 Washington, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 at dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 4 pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 11 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 bye
Nov. 25 Green bay-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 3 at Washington, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 9 New orleans, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 16 at atlanta, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at baltimore, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 philadelphia, 1 p.m.

New York Jets
Sept. 9 buffalo, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 23 at miami, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 San Francisco, 1 p.m.
Oct. 8 Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 14 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 at New england, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 28 miami, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 bye
Nov. 11 at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 18 at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 New england, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 2 arizona, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Dec. 17 at tennessee, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 23 San diego-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 30 at buffalo, 1 p.m.

Oakland Raiders
Sept. 10 San diego, 10:15 p.m.
Sept. 16 at miami, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 pittsburgh, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 30 at denver, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 7 bye
Oct. 14 at atlanta, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 Jacksonville, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 28 at Kansas City, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 4 tampa bay, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 11 at baltimore, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 New orleans, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 25 at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 Cleveland, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 6 denver, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 16 Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at San 
diego, 4:25 p.m.

Philadelphia Eagles
Sept. 9 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 baltimore, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 30 N.y. Giants, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 7 at pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Oct. 14 detroit, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 atlanta, 1 p.m.
Nov. 5 at New orleans, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 11 dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Washington, 1 p.m.
Nov. 26 Carolina, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 2 at dallas-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 9 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 13 Cincinnati, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 23 Washington, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at N.y. Giants, 1 p.m.

Pittsburgh Steelers
Sept. 9 at denver, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 16 N.y. Jets, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 23 at oakland, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 30 bye
Oct. 7 philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Oct. 11 at tennessee, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 21 at Cincinnati, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 28 Washington, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 at N.y. Giants, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 12 Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 18 baltimore-x, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 25 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at baltimore, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 9 San diego, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 23 Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 Cleveland, 1 p.m.

San Diego Chargers
Sept. 10 at oakland, 
10:15 p.m.
Sept. 16 tennessee, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 23 atlanta, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 30 at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 at New orleans, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 15 denver, 8:30 p.m.
Oct. 21 bye
Oct. 28 at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Nov. 1 Kansas City, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 11 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 at denver, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 25 baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 2 Cincinnati, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 9 at pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 Carolina, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 23 at N.y. Jets-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 30 oakland, 4:25 p.m.

San Francisco 49ers
Sept. 9 at Green bay, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 16 detroit, 8:20 p.m.
Sept. 23 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 buffalo, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 14 N.y. Giants, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 18 Seattle, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 29 at arizona, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 4 bye
Nov. 11 St. Louis, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 19 Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 25 at New 
orleans, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 2 at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 miami, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 16 at New england-x, 8:20 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 30 arizona, 4:25 p.m.

Seattle Seahawks
Sept. 9 at arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 16 dallas, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 24 Green bay, 8:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 at St. Louis, 1 p.m.

Oct. 7 at Carolina, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 14 New england, 4:05 p.m.
Oct. 18 at San 
Francisco, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 28 at detroit, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 minnesota, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 11 N.y. Jets, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 18 bye
Nov. 25 at miami, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 16 at buffalo 
(toronto), 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 23 San Francisco, 
4:25 p.m.
Dec. 30 St. Louis, 4:25 p.m.

St. Louis Rams
Sept. 9 at detroit, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 Washington, 4:05 p.m.
Sept. 23 at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 Seattle, 1 p.m.
Oct. 4 arizona, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 14 at miami, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 Green bay, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 New england 
(at London), 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 bye
Nov. 11 at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Nov. 18 N.y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 at arizona, 4:25 p.m.
Dec. 2 San Francisco, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at buffalo, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 minnesota, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 at tampa bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at Seattle, 4:25 p.m.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Sept. 9 Carolina, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 16 at N.y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Sept. 23 at dallas, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 Washington, 4:25 p.m.
Oct. 7 bye
Oct. 14 Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Oct. 21 New orleans, 1 p.m.
Oct. 25 at minnesota, 8:20 p.m.
Nov. 4 at oakland, 4:05 p.m.
Nov. 11 San diego, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Nov. 25 atlanta, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 at denver, 4:05 p.m.
Dec. 9 philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at New orleans, 1 p.m.
Dec. 23 St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 at atlanta, 1 p.m.

Tennessee Titans
Sept. 9 New england, 1 p.m.
Sept. 16 at San diego, 4:25 p.m.
Sept. 23 detroit, 1 p.m.
Sept. 30 at Houston, 1 p.m.
Oct. 7 at minnesota, 1 p.m.
Oct. 11 pittsburgh, 8:20 p.m.
Oct. 21 at buffalo, 1 p.m.
Oct. 28 indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Nov. 4 Chicago, 1 p.m.
Nov. 11 at miami, 1 p.m.
Nov. 18 bye
Nov. 25 at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Dec. 2 Houston, 1 p.m.
Dec. 9 at indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Dec. 17 N.y. Jets, 8:30 p.m.
Dec. 23 at Green bay, 1 p.m.
Dec. 30 Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
x-subject to flex scheduling

associated press

The redskins open the season Sunday against 
drew brees, who set the NFL record in 2011 for 
most passing yards in a season (5,476).

associated press

The redskins will try to continue their recent 
dominance against eli manning when they meet 
the Giants for the first time this year oct. 21.

associated press

The redskins return to playing on Thanksgiving 
for the first time since 2002 when they meet 
tony romo and the Cowboys on Nov. 22.

associated press

The redskins will look to make Christmas a little 
less merry for michael Vick and the eagles when 
they travel for a holiday matchup dec. 23.
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associated press

Still wonder if Aaron Rodgers is capable of filling Brett Favre’s shoes? In 2010, he was named MVP of Super Bowl XLV. He followed that up last year by leading the Packers to a 15-1 record and winning league MVP.
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1. Packers — aaron rodgers
The reigning NFL MVP has a Super Bowl ring and is just 
entering his prime at age 28. His quick decision-making com-
pensates for an average offensive line. His 68.3 completion 
percentage last season was second-best in the league.

2. saints — drew Brees
He set an NFL single-season record last year with 5,476 pass-
ing yards. His 71.2 completion percentage also was the best in 
NFL history, breaking his 2009 mark of 70.6. He consistently 
puts the ball in a spot for receivers to gain yards after the 
catch.

3. Patriots — tom Brady
Brady led the Patriots to the Super Bowl last season despite 
a bit of a dropoff. He’s out of the top two after mechanical 
flaws led to 12 interceptions. At age 35, he must improve his 
footwork and base to remain elite.

4. giants — eli manning
His stats aren’t always the best (25 INt in 2010), but he threw 
for a career-high 4,933 yards last season as the Giants transi-
tioned to a pass-heavy attack. He has eclipsed 4,000 passing 
years each of the past three seasons. Manning has two rings; 
Jim Plunkett is the only retired quarterback to win two Super 
Bowls and not be in the Hall of Fame.

5. cowBoys — tony romo
Romo was the NFL’s third-most accurate (66.3 percent) and 
fourth-best rated (102.5) passer last season. His statistical 
excellence in 2011 (31 td/10 INt/4,184 yards) is widely over-
shadowed by clutch failures. The Cowboys missed the playoffs 
in three of the past four years, and they lost their opener in 
2007 after finishing with the NFC’s top seed.

6. Broncos — Peyton manning
Manning is as smart a quarterback as any in NFL history, but 
he must re-establish himself with a new team after missing a 
year with a neck injury that compromised nerves in his throw-
ing arm. He could easily regain a spot near the top of these 
rankings, but he had to install his offense with a Broncos team 
transitioning away from tim tebow. His grade is incomplete.

7. lions — matthew stafford
The No. 1 pick in 2009 was brilliant last season as he im-
proved his decision making in his first injury-free campaign. 
His 97.2 passer rating was fifth-best in the NFL. only Brees 
and Brady beat his 41 td passes.

8. falcons — matt ryan
Ryan has evolved in almost every facet since being drafted 
third overall in 2008. His reads are better. His arm is strong 
and he can extend plays with his legs. Receiving tandem of 
Julio Jones and Roddy White will make him even better.

9. steelers — Ben roethlisBerger
Roethlisberger, Brady and eli Manning are the only QBs on this 
list with two Super Bowl titles. He’s extremely tough and consis-
tently plays despite injuries. His size (6-5, 241) and willingness 
to take a hit allow him to extend plays as well as anyone.

10. chargers — PhiliP rivers
He has thrown for more than 4,000 yards in four straight sea-
sons, but 2011 was a down year. For the first time since 2008, 
his passer rating (88.7) was below 101.4. A career-high 20 INt 
had a lot to do with that.

— By Rich Campbell

Rodgers is leader of the Pack

The reigning MVP  
has Green Bay atop the list  

of team rankings by QB

11. Texans — Matt Schaub
His 61.0 completion percentage in 2011 was 
his worst in five seasons with Houston

12. Eagles — Michael Vick
A poor ratio of 18 td/14 INt last season, plus 
missed another three games due to injury

13. Panthers — Cam Newton
Reigning Rookie of the year was a nightmare 
for defenses because of his size and arm

14. Ravens — Joe Flacco
Last season’s 57.6 completion percentage was 
his first below 60 in four NFL seasons

15. 49ers — Alex Smith
Rejuvenated by coach Jim Harbaugh, Smith 
had 17 touchdowns and only five INt last year

16. Bears — Jay Cutler
Proof that a quarterback must have a quality 
supporting cast to be elite

17. Bengals — Andy Dalton
Promising rookie season included 20 td, 13 
INt and solid passer rating of 80.4

18. Bills — Ryan Fitzpatrick
Led the NFL last season with 23 interceptions 
but still completed 62 percent of his throws

19. Raiders — Carson Palmer
At age 32, let’s see if he can recapture past 
success in his second year with the Raiders

20. Buccaneers — Josh Freeman
A major disappointment last season  

(16 td/20 INt) after a breakout 2010

21. Jets — Mark Sanchez, Tim Tebow

Sanchez’s inaccuracy is exceeded by tebow’s, 
although tebow will siphon Sanchez’s snaps

22. Chiefs — Matt Cassel

Chiefs got it wrong in giving Cassel $28 million 
guaranteed in 2009

23. Colts — Andrew Luck

This year’s top pick demonstrated great pocket 
presence and throwing ability in preseason

24. Redskins — Robert Griffin III

Griffin’s full talents were kept under wraps  
during a bland preseason

25. Rams — Sam Bradford

The 2010 No. 1 pick is rotting on a terrible 
team and behind a terrible line

26. Titans — Jake Locker, Matt Hasselbeck

They’d be ranked much higher if Hasselbeck 
were still the starter

27. Vikings — Christian Ponder

Completed only 54 percent of his passes in 11 
games as a rookie

28. Seahawks — Russell Wilson, Matt Flynn

The 5-11 rookie must answer questions about 
his size; Flynn couldn’t beat out a rookie

29. Cardinals — John Skelton, Kevin Kolb

Kolb was a mirage for a team looking to 
replace Kurt Warner as a franchise QB

30. Dolphins — Ryan Tannehill, Matt Moore

tannehill is an all-around athlete many around 
the league expect will succeed

31. Browns — Brandon Weeden

Must improve his decision making to bring his 
collegiate 72.3 completion percentage to the NFL

32. Jaguars — Blaine Gabbert

Struggles to stay poised against the pass rush; 
finally has some receiver help in year 2

preston keres/special to the washington times

Big things are expected from Washington quarterback Robert Griffin III, who has yet to show fans what he’s capable of after the Redskins 
kept him relatively under wraps during the preseason. While expectations are sky high, Rich Campbell ranks RG3 and his team below the 
New york Jets and their quarterback tandem of Mark Sanchez and tim tebow (below).
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